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We’re excited to bring you this newsletter! We have included a link to this years Wine 
& Roses photos and an article from the marvelous Ernie Deats! 

If you have received this newsletter and would not like to receive them, please scroll to 
the bottom and select unsubscribe. 
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See photos of the 2023 Wine & Roses!

Ernie Deats

Cattle, Tick Fever & 
Dipping Vats

A subject that many of you never considered is the 
Texas Tick Fever that plagued the Gulf Coast area at 
the turn of the century.  Ranching was the major source 
of income on the mainland of Galveston County, 
providing jobs and income as it trickled down to 
businesses in our community.  The USDA and the 
State of Texas began working on a program in 1906 to 
eradicate the ticks which carried the dreaded fever.

With State and federal funds dipping vats were built out on the prairie and Tick Fever 
Inspectors were appointed to see that all the cattle on the Mainland were herded to 
these vats to be dipped.

One of the many vats is located on the K-Bar Ranch here in Dickinson  It is filled in 
with dirt over the many years, but you can still see the concrete sides of the deep vat 
and the concrete pad that served as a place for the cattle when they emerged on the 
exit side. 

I have thought about the work force and man hours required to construct this 
operation. Materials had to be hauled from town by mules and wagons out on the 
prairie to construct the vats along with fencing materials for cattle pens.  The vats 
were hand dug 6' deep, sides and bottom formed up with lumber, steel rebar tiedin, 
mix the concrete by hand with hauled in water, then carried and poured into the 
forms.  Next, they build huge holding pens for the cattle that were going to be dipped.

The cattle were run through a narrow chute to the vat, where they were forced to dive 
in.  That end of the vat was deep enough to have the cow completely submerge in the 
treated water, angling up with cleated bottom so they could walk out.  By completely 
submerging the cow, any ticks on that cow were killed with insecticide.

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

https://dickinsonhistoricalsociety.org/wr/
http://eepurl.com/iqc0qc
https://us12.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=815725ad91a8ddf528315d785&id=ab66c9d061
https://us12.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=815725ad91a8ddf528315d785&id=ab66c9d061
javascript:;


11/7/23, 12:19 AM DHS Newsletter

https://mailchi.mp/c476401df636/dhs-newsletter 3/3

Thousands of cattle went through the eradication program, and slowly but surely the 
fever was eradicated leaving the old vats dormant for future generations to wonder 
what they were there for.
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